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William Cahn, district attorney of Nassau County, New 
York, went before the Orleans Parish grand jury today as 
the jury continued its probe of organized crime. 

Cahn says New Orleans has been a key spot in a multi- 
million dollar national gambling ring he uncovered. 

Assistant Orleans DA Charles Ray Ward said today the 
ring operated in Orleans Parish early this year but has 
moved to a neighboring parish because of pressure from 
DA’s office. 

Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison has long contended there 
is no organized crime in Orleans Parish. 

ALSO SCHEDULED to testify today were State Po- 
lice Supt. Col. Thomas Burbank and George Stokes, a print- 
er, of 2544-45 Dumaine. Ward said Stokes was to be 



questioned concerning the printing of football gambling 
cards. 

In the Baton Rouge wing of the twin crime probe, 
elusive witness Gordon Novel went before the East Baton 
Rouge Parish grand jury. 

Meanwhile, in Austin, Tex., a hearing was set for Nov. 21 
to decide whether Texas should extradite New Orleans con- 
tractor D’Alton Smith to face charges of offering a $25,000 
bribe to Aubrey Young, a former aide to Gov. John J. 
McKeithen. . 

IN THE ORLEANS probe, Ward said Burbank was to be 
questioned about the investigation of organized crime by the 
state police to determine if any significant information has 
been gathered concerning Orleans Parish. 






state DoHpp tlgatl ° n *i ha ? been done in New 0rleans by 
state police over the last 10 days, Ward said 

s f ld on hls arr ival yesterday that the gambling 
goperated in Miami, Nassau County and eShere 
d predicted Cahn would tell the grand jury tering 
10 longer oDeraf ?w ho™ J y nn § 



GORDON NOVEL, left, who appeared today before 
the East Baton Rouge Parish Grand Jury, confers 
with his New Orleans attorney, STEVE PLOTKIN. 
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RACKETS INVESTIGATORS in New Orleans to 
testify before the Orleans Parish Grand Jury are 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY WILLIAM CAHN, right, of 
Nassau County, New York, and his assistant, NOR- 
MAN J. LEVY. 



CONSIDERABLE skepti- 
cism has been voiced by of- 
ficials over the “sensational” 
nature of Novel’s information. 
Novel reportedly taped con- 
versations in the governor’s 
office after being called in 
to “de-bug” the governor’s 
suite. 

It was Young who hired 
Novel to de-bug the offices. 
Novel says his information 
will “blow the lid off the 
state,” but until yesterday he ] 
had produced no information. i 

After lengthy conversations 
with Novel yesterday, Pitcher 
did not appear too impressed, 
but fended off questions about 
what would be presented to 
the grand jury. 

GUS WEILL, executive sec- 
retary to Gov. McKeithen, to- 
day said he. doubts Novel 
planted electronic spying 
equipment in the' governor’s 



office. 

Weill said he met Novel 
twice when he installed the 
de-bugging equipment in the 
former governor’s office on 
the first floor of the Capitol. 
McKeithen’s executive suite 
has since been moved to the 
fourth floor. 

Young said he brought in 
i Novel to detect whether the 
governor’s phones had been 
tapped or if there was elec- 
tronic eavesdropping. 

Weill said neither he nor 
the governor i s concerned j 
about any Novel tape record- 
ings. 

“You can’t lose when you 
operate from a base of inno- 
cence,” he said. 

MEANWHILE, the Labor- 
Management Board of In- 
quiries which is investigating 
labor racketeering in the 
I area, moved to interrogate 
I Novel at the suggestion of Ed- 



ward G. Partin, head of the 
Baton Rouge Teamsters 
Union. 

Camile Gravel, chief coun- 
sel for the board, and A. 
Harry Roberts, chief investi- 
gator, met with Pitcher to see 
if they could work out an ar- 
rangement to interview Novel. 
Novel’s attorneys were in on 
the conference. 

The board acted after Par- 
tin told members Novel may 
have information on the cause 
of labor troubles in the Baton 
Rouge area. 

Partin said failure to inter- 
view Novel would be “con- 
tinuing proof that the main 
endeavor has been to make 
j me and Local 5 scapegoats.” 

Gravel said he was uncer- 
tain if he could subpena Novel 
because of the immunity 
j granted him. 

! Pitcher said Novel would 
j remain under immunity in 
the state so long as he was 
i here to testify before the 
{ grand jury. There was some 
indication that Novel may 
continue his testimony tomor- 
| row as well. 

j NOVEL once instituted a 
i j $60-million libel suit against 
! Garrison and Truth & Con- 
s sequences, the private organ- 
i ization financing the New 
i Orleans district attorney’s as- 
; sassination probe. 

I He dropped it after a judge 

0 ruled he had to return to Lou- 
isiaan to give a deposition in 

e the suit. Novel has success- 

1 fully avoided extradition to 
'• Louisiana, where he is un- 
der indictment by the Or- 

j leans Grand Jury for con- 
spiracy to commit burglary. 

:j However, it is established 
£ that Garrison wants him for 
v questioning in the Kennedy in- 
i'-' vestigation and has refused 
o to grant him immunity from 
o arrest, except in this case, 
il After McKeithen requested 
t- the East Baton Rouge Grand 
Jury look into charges of or- 
y ganized crime flourishing in 
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j THERE is a possibility the 
! grand jury may make a re- 
port to a judge today, depend- 
ing on what Novel says to it. 

Thus far, the grand jury has ■ 
handed down one indictment 
and that was against Smith, 
who was allegedly involved in 
a separate incident to free in- 
ternational Teamster Presi- 
dent James Hoffa from fed- 
eral prison. 

The jury indicted Smith on 
a charge of public bribery for 
offering Young $25,000 to ar- 
range a meeting between him 
and Baton Rouge Teamster 
boss Edward Partin, whose 
testimony helped send Hoffa 
to jail. Smith surrendered on 
a fugitive bond in Texas. 

In Austin today, Texas Sec- 
retary of State John Hill set 
the Nov. 21 extradition hear- 
ing. 

IN NEW ORLEANS, Ward 
said that earlier this year one 
of the local principals in the 
national gambling ring oper- 
ated “from a telephone at his 
residence in New Orleans. 
But when we conducted our 
investigation and surveillance 
he moved his operations to a 
neighboring parish. 

“These layoff bookie opera- 
tions involve every city in the 
United States and several in 
Canada where there is any 
betting on pro or college 
sports. 

“It is not limited to New 
Orleans and probably exists 
in every major city in the 
United States.” 

WARD questioned whether 
the handbook betting could be 
called “organized crime.” 
“There is not one bit of 
evidence to indicate that this 
is part of any Cosa Nostra 
or Mafia network,” he said. 

“As a matter of fact, our 
evidence indicates that this is 
the typical layoff bookie oper- 
a t i o n, necessary wherever 
bets are made, in which small 
bookies who have received 
bets that are too large, phone 
the bets to a larger operator.” 
Ward, who while Garrison 
is in California is acting dis- 
trict attorney, said that the 
international handbook ring is 
organized in the sense that it 
involves planning among a 



group of people. 

“But this is not organized 
crime in the sense that it is 
syndicated as a monopoly con-., 
trolled by 1 one person or boss 
with a rakeoff going to one 
person in the Cosa Nostra, 
Mafia or any other organiza- 
tion. 

“AS A matter of fact, this 
type of layoff bet is very com- ; 
petitive and bookies are bet- i 
ting with other bookies not in j 
collusion but to win money ■ 
from each other,” he said. 

Although no large-scale op- i 
erations are now centered in 
New Orleans, Ward stated, 
“this does not mean that you 
cannot make a bet on an ath- 
letic event in Orleans Parish 
and that this bet wjll not be 
called to a bookie by use of 
a telephone. You can make a 
bet in any city in the United 
States, including New Orleans, 
but the books themselves are 
not operating in Orleans Par- 
ish.” 

SINCE there is no evidence 
that the key handbook fig- 
ures are operating in Orleans 
Parish today, Ward said, ‘I 
do not expect any immediate 
indictments to be issued by 
the Grand Jury. Mr. Cahn has 
been invited by the district 
attorney’s office to give tes- 
timony to determine if the op- 
erations still exist here.” 

Col. Burbank was noti- 
fied last night he was to ap- 
pear before the Orleans jury j 
this afternoon. Burbank said 
he would pick up the subpena i 
today at the office of Or- \- 
leans Parish Criminal Sher- j 
iff Louis Heyd Jr. k 

Cahn, in a news confer- 1 
ence in Garrison’s office, said t 
the gambling syndicate does 
■more than $100 million a year 
business in his jurisdiction I 
; alone. 




